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This chapter analyses the extent of the Sino-Indian diplomatic thaw since the early 1990s. Without ignoring the existence of multiple cooperation channels, or seeking to minimize the importance of the considerable achievements realized in recent years by the two governments toward normalizing their relations, the attempt here is to show that relations between the two Asian giants remain hamstrung by a series of geostrategic and economic rivalries. Despite fast growth in trade and in specific areas of economic cooperation, the normalization of ties between Beijing and New Delhi does not yet constitute a genuine strategic partnership. Central Asia, as a new "hunting ground" for energy resources and geopolitical influence for regional and global players, will be no exception to the current nature of the bilateral relationship: competition and sometimes conflict (though not on an open basis) will probably dominate their relationship in this region, and cooperation will be established only for pragmatic reasons.
After three decades of "freeze" following the war between the two countries in November 1962, India and China resumed diplomatic and trade exchanges in the early 1990s. Since the beginning of the new century, bilateral diplomatic relations have improved dramatically, with each year seeing several meetings between heads of government/state as well as ministers.
2 The contrast is arresting when one compares the period of tension and freeze that characterized Sino-Indian ties from the late 1950s. Over the past decade, there has been a multidirectional acceleration of official contacts. Although it is still too early to assess the real impact of this diplomatic warming, it is nevertheless interesting, given the growing weight of the two Asian giants on the world arena, to consider the nature and evolution of their relationship in the context of international relations and global trade. Have the two countries really buried the hatchet and overcome the mutual suspicion that stemmed from the 1962 military conf lict? Are they embarking on a fraternal entente of the kind symbolized by the early 1950s slogan "Hindi-Chini Bhai-Bhai" 3 that was so dear to Nehru? More generally, could these warming diplomatic and trade relations give rise to a strategic partnership similar to that between the United States and Britain, or between post-World War II Germany and France, leading to the emergence of an Asian regional integrating force and a major axis in international relations?
This chapter counsels caution with regard to media hyperbole as well as misleading conclusions drawn from similarities between the two countries' population size or pace of economic growth. Without ignoring the existence of several channels of cooperation or seeking to minimize the importance of considerable achievements realized in recent years by the two governments toward normalizing their relations, this chapter argues that pragmatism will prevail on both sides of the Himalayas. The chapter concludes with a consideration of the impact of the current state of this relationship on the two countries' expansion in Central Asia.
Geostrategic Suspicions and Rivalries in Bilateral Relations
The war that China unleashed on October 20, 1962 lasted a mere 30 days, but it continues to haunt Beijing-New Delhi relations nearly half a century later. Quite apart from the territorial differences over recognizing the McMahon line, 4 and the question of which side was responsible for sparking the war, 5 geopolitical tensions of a more general nature have persisted since the 1950s, despite transformations in the regional and international contexts. Moreover, the alliance between Pakistan and China as well as India's backing of the Dalai Lama continue to weigh heavily on Sino-Indian ties. 
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